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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to: 1) explore the feasibility of producing
containers from leaves and 2) create an occupational group producing containers from
leaves to increase the value of agricultural waste materials of the Hin Moon sub-district
community, Bang Len district, Nakhon Pathorm province. The sample group consisted of
10 farmers growing Kluai namwah banana in Hin Moon sub-district and they were obtained
by purposive sampling. Data were collected through interview schedule, participatory and
non-participatory observation, community farum, meeting educational trip, and analyzed

by using descriptive statistics.

Results of the study revealed that the technical feasibility of using a leaf
container production tool was a two-head manual press that could be operated by a
single worker. It could produce two cups at a time with 8 and 12 cm. in diameter. The
production capacity was 6 hours per day which covered 300 and 200 cups,
respectively. The production costs were 0.48 and 0.99 bath per cup, respectively. Markets
in Nakhon Pathom province needed 1,000-2,000 cups per week with a tendency to have
more online orders in the future. The average break-even point for sales was 195,163 baht
and the payback period was approximately 4 years. Regarding group forming, all of the ten
farmers gained knowledge from the Energy and Environmental Engineering Operations
Center, Kasetsart University (4 times of knowledge transfer). There was follow-up after

training for 5 times, making the group highly prepared in selecting materials, production,



production techniques, maintenance as well as various factors related to the production.

There was a process to establish the group and select a group president/a
secretary and 3 groups committee members. Their duties involved group managerial
administration and responsibilities in various areas according to expertise. It included
selection/preparation of materials, production procedures, setting up a shop to sell
products, selling products through online channels, and accounting for income and
expenses. Group members provided revolving funds by raising funds from group members

for operations.

Keywords :  occupational group, leaf container, agricultural waste materials
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