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Title : Implementation of Village Loudspeaker Towers for
Agricultural Extension Work : A Case Study in.Pasang
District, Lamphun Province, Thailand.

By : Mr. Pongpan Nandakwang

Degree : Master of Agricultural Technology (Agricultural
Extension)

Major Field : Agricultural Extension

Chairman, Special Problem Advisory Board : ..%/' AD eithiok

(Associate Professor Dr. Wittaya Damrongkiattisak)

The objectives of this study were to investigate (1)
personal backgrounds of the people in charge of implementation of
village Iloudspeaker towers (2) the implementation of village
loudspeaker towers and (3) problems, limitations, and solutions
to the problems concerning the implementation. The data were
collected by using questionnaires interviewing 94 people in
charge of village loudspeaker towers, and analyzed by using SPSS

program on microcomputer.

The results showed that all respondents were male, with
an average age of 47 years and had completed grade 4 of primary
education. Most of them were heads of villages or head of Tumbons,
married and having an avera§e number of household members of 4
persons. The majority were engaged in agriculture and had an
annual average income of 75,264 baht per household.

Most. of the village loudspeaker towers were located at
the respondents’ residences and had been established for an average
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of 5 years. The equipment used included amplifier, loudspeskers,
microphones, small radio - cassette tape recorders the amplifiers
were 278 watts on average. The establishment of the towers were
initiated by govermment officials, villagers and their leaders.
The average budget used for the establishment was 19,547 baht,
most of which was donated. Most of the village loudspeaker
towers’ broadcast could serve all of the audience in the village,

with an average number of 208 houscholds in each village.

Most. loudspesaker towers were operated neither on a daily
nor regularly-scheduled basis. The usual broadcast time was 6.00
- 8.00 a.m. and 5.00 - 6.00 p.m. Most of the broadcast programs
were the presentation of information provided by government
agencies in areas of public health, social services,
administration, agriculture, and education. All towers were
found to broadcast some information on local cash crops and/or
economic animals. The presentation were done mainly by playing
recorded cassette tapes and live announcements supplemented with
songs and news from radio broadcasting stations. Most of the
respondents could afford to pay electricity bills, but not the
cost of equipment maintenance and repairs, especially in

villages where reserved funds were not available.

The maJjor problems stated by most respondents included
the coordination with government officials in order to obtain
recorded cassette and academic advice to improve broadcasting

programs and presentation.
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